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will have to lower her standard of living if she gives
up India. It is artificially high at present due to
the.exploitation of backward races in the past;
but^though her standard of living may go down,
she will nevertheless be building up all the time an
honourable commerce. Hitherto no Empire has
been built up on a moral basis.5*
" Which section of the public here would you say
is most sympathetic towards India's desire for
independence? " he was asked.
a It is hard to say/* he answered after a pause,
te but I should think the Christian section; though
they don't understand all that independence implies
nor do "diey see how it would work out."
Someone said: " Don't you think perhaps the
working class is the most sympathetic? "
It was one of the visitors who replied: "I think
they would naturally range themselves against the
exploitation of subject races, because in a way they
are a subject race themselves; but this would be only
a sentimental action on their part, and as soon as
they found that they would suffer as a result of
giving India independence, they would no longer
be eager for it. They are like most other people,
when the shoe pinches they discard it."
I stepped in clumsily to defend working people
from this charge and announced my belief in their
essential fairness and ability for self-sacrifice.
" Oh no," said a British vegetarian, ** our people
of the West are all materialist. They will do
nothing for India."
Some of us  rose  up in arms at once and an